The Stein Line

Newsletter of the Carolina Steiners, John Kellyitdéd Summer 2009

President’'s Message

co-hosted by Henry Burgwyn and Tracey/ Joe and
Just a quick note — Ginger Gehres. (See address elsewhere in the Stein
Line).
2009 continues to bring life changing events tofall
us and our surroundings. The fall meeting will be held in Hendersonville
Major carmakers file for bankruptcy, NC, and hosted by Marge Brune. Details will
an increasing number of companies ar be discussed at the summer meeting.
downsizing to accommodate for the
halt of spending of the general
population, and as such, contribute tg@
the downward spiral of anxiety.
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Please remember you are welcome to extend
the invitation to potential new stein club
members in an effort to promote growth in our
membership and to allow us an opportunity to
promote our enjoyment of collecting Beer
steins.

"Moving forward" remains our goal.
OCTOBER 14,1995
Our spring meeting at Ken and Becky

Ethridge home in Laurinberg NC April 25, 2009 was I'm looking forward to see another great turnout in
met with sunshine and a great turnout. TheirAugust, please join us

hospitality was balanced by their generosity, tade

many members wander their home, and enjoy theido

collection throughout the house. Ken as our

featured speaker, show and tell, and our key tepic

convention 2010 in Myrtle Beach, had everyone

contributing and generating enthusiasm.

_ ) Will be on August 1, 2009 in Apex, N.C. at Tyler’s
The convention stein prototype was presented angegiarant and Taproom. Our guest speakerawill b
suggestions for changes were noted. The conventiofyenqell Barney, proprietor of the Antique Hospital
logo was also presented, and approved. Promotiop, - \yinchester, Virginia. Topic will be: “Character

material for the convention is underway. The teaselg;qing- Symbolism between Animals and Drinking”
video has already been created, and will be shown a4 iy pe pringing representative steins from his
the summer meeting, noted below. This video W'"collection

also be shown at the Las Vegas convention this year

as the final convention key topic. Mark the date, October 24, on your calendar too.

Our last meeting of 2009 will be at the home of
argie Brune in Hendersonville, N.C. Fall colors
hould be at their peak at that time.

As an update, we already have the visual of th
changes to the convention stein from the maker, an
will likely be able to present the second and last
prototype at our summer meeting in Apex, NC, (
Raleigh Area). The meeting on August 1, will be
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WELCOME TO OUR NEWEST MEMBERS collectors including some spouses, who were either

full time registered attendees or one-time drop-ins
We extend a hearty official welcome to the CarolinaWe made all of them welcome. | was not impressed
Steiners to Billy and Rose Craft of Lynchburg, VA by the numbers, but marketer Heimann was positive.
and Scott and Christina Thomas of Goldsboro, N.CHe predicted, correctly, | should add, more
Our newest members collect Mettlach steins. Scottonventions should be held and the numbers would
and Christina also take a shine to Simon Peter Gergrow. How right he was - there would be 65
steins. registered the next year in Milwaukee!

Jack took his position seriously and became an
important catalyst in the growth of the organizatio
Have a suggestion for a good speaker or topic foKurt Sommerich had been elected as vice president.
the convention in 2010? Any subject you would like Sommerich was not in attendance but would be
covered? If so, contact your editor or Jo Gehreshosting in Milwaukee in 1968. At one impromptu
We're looking for topics and speakers for both thesession, Harvey Murphy showed up to show a few
feature presentations and roundtables. steins he had repaired. He became known as the
master restorer of damaged pieces. After showing
one restored stein, he said, “It's not perfect.”
—reprinted with permission from "Die Golden Gate Someone retorted, “It's better than perfect!”
Zecher Nachrichten," newsletter of the Golden GateTuesday’s group dinner was at Luchow’s, a noted
Zecher. German restaurant in Manhattan. Thecenturies-old
establishment closed in 1982, but we SCl'ers had th
Given our chapter is embarking on a first — hostingopportunity to enjoy the atmosphere and fare of a
an SCI convention, have you ever wondered whatruly fine restaurant. On Monday night we had a
SC’s first convention was like? cocktail party at the hotel. It was a lively miXer
stein aficionados who were elated to talk about the
Convention No. 1 for Stein Collectors International hobby with other collectors most of them enjoying
had low attendance and was not as well organized ais camaraderie for the first time. When the hotel
it would be in later years. The Roosevelt Hotel inbooted us out at 9 p.m. and with nothing formally
New York City was headquarters for the July 16-19,planned for dinner, we went en masse to nearby
1967, first-time-ever event. It proved to be a goodCattlemen's. It was a nice conclusion for an exgnin
choice Brewer R. J. Schaefer hosted the group fofiled with gemutlichkeit. Hosts at the Cattlemen
lunch and brews in his “Stein Room” and showedoffered cigars and brandy for the men, chocolates f
offhis collection. He had some prized piecesthe ladies. Conventioneers were much more formal
including some extremely rare and valuablethan they are today. The men wore ties and jat&ets
Kreussens A Grand Dame of Madison Avenue sincemost affairs. Convention No. 1 was not a
1924, the building sprawlsover a full city block on smashing success in numbers, but the enthusiasm
Madison Avenue across from Grand Central Stationof those who joined us revealed what was ahead
On one afternoon, everyone went by cab tofor the world's first organization dedicated to
Schaefer's Brewery in Brooklyn. Although there wascollecting old drinking vessels. Financially, the
no real agenda, the first official meeting tookcela convention was aslight loser. My inadequate resord
on Monday at 10:30 a.m. Veteran collector Jackscribbled on a giveaway convention notepad, showed
Heimann directed the session which turned out to be loss of $219.99; however, it was worth it.
a free-flowing exchange of ideas. There were no
bylaws at the time. There were about 31 stein
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SCl gathered much momentum at that firststeins from my collection of occupationals which
convention. It was supported originally by a group have at least one thing in common. That is, they
of people who shared a common interest but didn'share the rarity of being an occupational steimibga

let that get in the way of forming friendships, a date subsequent to World War | as the beginriing o
enjoying each others company, and having a gootthe Great War” dates the end of the period
time. beginning with the last decade of the"1&ntury
during which the vast majority of occupational ssei
were produced. | shall describe the steins inrootle
their age, beginning with the oldest.

—by Tom McClelland, founder of SCI

The first is a one-half liter porcelain stein wigh
transfer and enameled scene of a woman in froat of
stove. This stein (depicted in figures 1 and 2§ &
pewter lid and lithophane base and is an occupaition
of a “Kochin” (Cook). | submit that it is a rare o
scarce occupational for at least three reasonstlyi
Over the many years that | have collected beeit is named to a woman, to wit, “Anna-Maria
steins, my appreciation of occupational or trade-Kofmeister”; secondly, it names the place of her
related steins has grown. A number of years ago, émployment as “Hotel Bellveue am Stachus,

“stumbled” on a butcher occupational in a small
antique store, bought it; and, in the deca™ -
since that first purchase, | have especi
enjoyed the shelves housing the occupati

steins which have come to occupy a siz:
segment or category of my stein collecti
These steins were not made in quantity or ¢

a long period of time making a collection

them fairly rare and hard to come by.

The German people had a genuine pride in 1
vocation and in the quality of the product
service they produced or performed. To me
type of stein was closer to a working Gern
or to German life in the golden age of ste
than the occupational stein. Personalized \
the name of the worker and inscribed w
verses paying tribute to his work or skill, t
stein most likely was purchased by him with
monies he had earned form this work
presented to him in appreciation of his skill.

he sat and quaffed a beer from the
depicting his occupation after a satisfying ¢
of plying his trade. ‘

In this article, | wish to share with you th

o
i)
i)

l&.%,j%»

i)
i

B0 ol e el it

<m0 et yasere oo 40

Munchen:; and
thirdly, it is
dated “1918.”
Having these
three attributes
appearing on
the same stein
is indeed a
rarity. A
fourth reason
that makes this
particular stein
very desirable
to a collector
is that an
occupational
of a cook is
seldom seen.
The date on
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this steinis particularly rare as it is immedigigter  This one-half liter steinnamed to “Wilhelm

the close of World War |, during a period of high Rentschler” (illustrated in figures 5 and 6) with

inflation and extremely poor economic conditions in pewter lid and lithophane base has rare qualifi¢s o

Germany, when one would not expect people to bewn. Under the owner’s name is the date “1939" and

able to purchase non-essential items such as .steindhe location of “Nagold”, the first and second

This stein also contains a verse which translatesgjualities setting the stein apart from the usual
occupational. The third unique quality is that the
transfer and enameled scene on the body of the stei
depicts motorized beer trucks leaving a large brgwe
with the name of the brewery “Ackerbrau” and its
location “Nagold” printed on the sides of the
vehicles as it is unusual for the name of a specifi
company or its geographic location to appear on an
occupational stein. The verse over the scenehand t
toast on the banner below the scene pay homage to
the brewery truck driver.

In closing, we have examined but a few steins faom

rather rare
“The world should come to an end before a cook period of
dies of thirst”; and a toast which translates “High manufacture
live the Bavarian cooking art.” o] f
The second featured occupational stein (shown occupational
in figures 3 and 4) is also a one-half liter steins.
porcelain stein with a pewter lid and a lithophane Hopefully,
base. Its transfer and enameled scene is of a big, this article

late 1920's touring car with a chauffeur driving
it, a uniformed attendant sitting next to the
driver, and a well dressed couple seated in the

has given you
a new
appreciation

rear seat. The verse and toast on this stein are of the
verbatim to those on the occupational described occupational
above except the word “Chauffeur” is substituted stein. When
in both references as the vocation of the stein you next see
owner. The steinis named to “Hans Miller” and a n
“Isny I. Alfgau 1928" appears below the name of occupational
the owner. Both the fact that this is dated 1928 stein, stop,
and the fact that this is a scarce occupational, examine it,
being that of a chauffeur, makes this and be
occupational stein a particularly exceptional find. mindful that
you are
The third steins is of a “Kraftwagenfuhrer” examining a
(Motorized Wagon Driver) which is unique to recorded
my collection, if for no other reason, by virtue of history of the
its having the latest date, that of “1939", theryea German life

Germany attacked Poland launching World War Il. of the time. Whether or not we are a collector of
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occupational steins, by examining these steins
closely we can gain a greater appreciation of our
hobby.

Yes, there is something nostalgic about these
occupational steins. The original owner was a
personality, and individual with a name. The
occupational stein that we own today was once held
by the hand of a proud German, who had earlier that
day plied a trade for an honest wage. With hiswor
day completed and with well-deserved pride, he
lifted the stein to his lips in a toast to his detl
tradesmen or his friends and drank his brew fram hi
personal beer stein which paid tribute to him aad h
vocation or profession. And, paying tribute to him
today, | add...”ein Prosit!”

— Kennieth Etheridge

Thank you to Ken Etheridge for stepping forward
and providing an article for this edition. Thamk t
Ginger Gehres for suggesting an article.

Summer 2009
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YOU ARE INVITED TO OUR NEXT CHAPTER MEETING

August 1, 2009
11:30 a.m. To 4:00 p.m.

1453 Beaver Creek Commons Drive, Apex, N.C.
Hosts: Henry Burgwyn and Tracey, Jo Gehres and Giger
Telephone: 910-847-0385 (Henry)

919-355-1380 (Restaurant)

dtr14192@aol.com (Henry) or joklasse@embargmail.com(Jo)

11:30 to Noon — Stein Sales Set up
Noon-1:00 p.m. — Program
1:00 -2:00 p.m. — Lunch*
2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. Show and Tell, Business Nigetbtein Sales

RSVP TO HENRY BURGWYN, 910-847-0385, dtr14192@aocloen by July 23, 2009

FROM GREENSBORO : Take US 421 South to US 64 Ezikdr(City). Head east on U.S. 64 to Apex, turn
left onto Green Level Church Road, and then lefod@reekside Landing Drive, Enter next roundabaut a
take 3rd exit onto Beaver Commons Drive.  (Rastat is adjacent to Movie Theater)

FROM DURHAM,, Take Hwy 55 south. After crossing3J64 Bypass, turn right onto Beaver Commons
Drive. Go .07 mile to restaurant, adjacent to mdheater.

FROM RALEIGH: Take U.S. 64 West to Hwy 55 Southritight onto Beaver Commons Drive and follow
Directions for Durham.

If you get lost, call the restaurant@t9-355-13800r Henry Burgwyn a®10-847-0385
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