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President’'s Message

Notes from NC the 2010 Convention. John Kelly has organized a
special room rate at the hotel. We are asking for a
My calendar is just counting off the days until the call of participants to the February 13th meeting
year end holidays. It seems that we just can't keep elsewhere in the Stein Line, in order to estaldish
up! Some of us have experienced some snow room count.

already for the seasonal flavour and others , my
self included, deal with the rain. Your turnout and participation will make this
meeting as successful as all the others. Please
Our fall meeting was a great success, on a bright remember you are welcome to extend the invitation
sunny day, in Hendersonville NC, organized by to potential new stein club members in an effort to
Margie Brune. All the participating members had promote growth in our membership and to allow us
an opportunity to study and inspect Margies' an opportunity to promote our enjoyment of

extensive collection of regimentals. collecting steins.

Our main topic: Convention 2010, was once again
covered in detail making sure the progress was
presented. Those that visited the Las Vegas
convention with intent to bring back organization
hints for certain events, made their proposals and
asked for volunteers and support.

Please come and join us at the Spring meeting in
Myrtle Beach. Now more than ever the member
support to take action for the 2010 Convention,
something to look forward to.

— Jo Gehres

Once again | recommend that you as Carolina
Steiners members look to the following site to
inform yourself of the progress an what we have
established and organized.

— by Ken Etheridge

WHAT ARE THEY?

You can link to : _ _ _ _
Steins with decorations that depict the trade,

http://www.steincollectors.org/conv/conv2010/c
onv_info.html

http://www.imageads.com/SCI2010/2010todo.ht
mi

Our next meeting will be held in Myrtle Beach at
the hotel where we will be holding the convention.
Our intention is to utilize the trip to experiertbe

occupation or profession of the owner.

WHEN WERE THEY MANUFACTURED ?

Although occupational steins had a much earlier
origin and some were made later, occupationalstein
enjoyed great popularity from about 1890 to 1914,
when the first world war forced factories to shuft

manufacturing war goods.Occupational steins

surroundings, and review the accommodations and enjoyed favor with the civilians for about the same

discuss the finalization roles to a count down for

length of time that Regimentals did with
reservists-soldiers. Likewise, the period of tiinatt
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the year of presentation.

TYPES AND STYLES OF MANUFACTURE

occupational steins were having a great vogue in =

Germany, where they were made, corresponds to

the time occupational shaving mugs were so Occupational steins are found in a variety of style
popular in this country.Only a few occupational Occupationals were primarily made of porcelain, but
steins bear a date in the 1920's or 1930's (for examples exist in various colors of stoneware; in
examples See Fig. 1: Porcelain Cook - 1918; glass; and even in pewter (See Fig. 3).
Porcelain Chauffeur - 1928; Porcelain Farmer - Occupational steins made entirely of pewter are
1937 and Porcelain Traffic Policeman - 1932). rarely seen. Also, the occupation of the owner may

Generally, be depicted on
when dates the porcelain
are found on inlay lid of an

occupational otherwise

steins, these unidentifiable
dates are stoneware or
between glass stein
1890 and (See Fig 4, a
1914 and stein of a
indicate time potter).The
spent in shorter,
school pedestaled
training for steins were
t h e favored prior
occupation to 1900 and
or the period these generally
of time of can be

consecutive
service in the
occupation

identified as
the older
porcelain

(See Fig. 2: occupational steins (see Fig. 5 depicting a Mille
Porcelain occupational as an example of a pedestaled stein)
Glass Blower Many of the earlier specimens have completely
- 25 years) or hand-painted decoration; while on later models
transfer prints with hand-painted fill-ins were dse
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(See Fig. 6: a Sculptor occupational which is an
example of transfer and hand-painted with

enamel).

rim of the pewter lid. Many scenes were nostalgic
and often contained a proverb or motto in the

dialect of a
particular German
region.

A common verse
on occupational
steins is roughly
translated: "It
would be

betterfor the
world to fall in

ruin than for a
___(name of
occupation, i.e.,
"Butcher”)___ to
die of thirst."The
motto may praise
the trade or
business of the
owner as the only
one worth

pursuing.The

DECORATION

On the front of
occupational
steins, or
sometimes all
around the stein
body (in theform
of a single scene
or multiple scenes)
are scenes
depicting the
ownerwr's
occupation, trade,
profession or
livelihood.

The owner's name
is often either on
the stein's body or
engraved on the

The lids are generally
pewter, many steeple
shaped with
ornamental finials,
though some have

glass domed (See Fig.

8: Baker occupational
with glass prism lid)
lids with pictures
painted under the
prism-cut glass,
resulting in a
magnified image.
Non-porcelain
occupational steins
may have porcelain
inlay lids decorated to
depict the occupation
of the owner (See
again Fig. 4 to which
we earlier referred).

Fall 2009

decoration may
tell a larger story
than merely

identifying the

trade of the

owner. For

example, a Baker
stein, with two

lions, a crown and
steer's head on a
white background

tells us that this
baker worked at
one of the Royal
Bavarian Castles
or Estates, or
supplied the

Royal Court with

wares from his

shop. (See Fig. 7:
Bavarian Baker

occupational

stein;)

LIDS
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The thumblifts are pewter, some of which are
elaborately crafted - some depict the symbol of the
German State or City of the owner (See Fig. 8, the
occupational stein with lion [Bavaria] thumblift
and some depict the owner's occupation (See Fig.
9, showing two occupational steins: one with the
thumblift of a horse and one with a finial of a
horse, each representative of a wagon driver, the
trade of the owner).

THUMBLIFTS

LITHOPHANES

Fall 2009

Their names or trademark logos could not be put on
the bottom ofthe base because of the lithophane
base; and, while a few firm names appear under the
handle or inside the handle or by the front pagntin
(scene) or initials appear inside the recessed base
rim, these seem to be the names of artists, painte
or pewterers. Some stoneware occupationals do
have manufacturers' marks incised on the base.
(See Fig. 11-A which depicts a Saddlemaker'sh stei
and Fig. 11-B which depicts its base with the edis
figure of a star, the logo of the stein manufagtur
Reinholdt Merkelbach.)Although unmarked, it is
possible for the discerning collector to identifet
maker of some occupational steins due to a
particular manufacturing technique attributed to a
certain manufacturer. The black top or saddle pnto
ofthe handle of the Chimney Sweeper's occupational
stein seen in Figure 12 identifies the maker to be
Marzi - Remy as this is a tell-tale trademark @itth
manufacturer.We can identify those made by
Mettlach to fulfill the demand for steins picturitige
occupation of the owner. These Mettlach steins,
known as the occupational series, are numbered
2719 through

2730. Also,

Mettlach made

the steins for

professionals, the

2001 series.

PRIDE OF

Porcelain occupational steins have lithophane THE OWNER
pictures in the base, achieved by varying the AND FAMILY

thickness of the porcelain to get light and dark

areas according to a pattern.

A Bavarian stein
may have a
lthophane portrait
(See Fig. 10) of
popular King
Ludwig 1l who
died in 1886.

MANUFACTURER

It would be rare to be able to identify the
manufacturer of a porcelainoccupational stein.

Frequently, the
original owner

received his
occupational
stein depicting
his trade or
profession as a
gift wupon

retirement or a
career milestone,
such as 25 years
in the trade, a
promotion, a job
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well done, completion of a contract in record time examples are Shepherd, Horse Mounted Mailman or
or birth of a first son in case of a farmer. They Policeman, Stone Mason, Brewer, Blacksmith, and
were a symbol of achievement and status and their Wagon Driver which are gone or radically changed

owners were proud of them. The men or women and the steins depicting them are quite scarce.

(a rarity) who owned them originally would not

think of parting with them and their families who THE HUNT!

saved them as heirlooms were almost as reluctant

to let them go. There are many a rare occupational stein that has
eluded the

most ardent

collector. You

cannot acquire

all desirable

occupational

steins as you

could, if

finances

permitted,

Mettlach or

character

steins.As you

would guess,

RARITY persons plying

a trade that
Today, occupational steins are less frequently paid poorly
found, even in Germany, than Mettlachs and other could not
elaborate stoneware drinking vessels. Remember afford his
that they were not made in quantity; they were occupation
made primarily over a short span of time - 25 stein and he
years, a short-lived fad so to speak; and kept by probably did
owners and those who have inherited them as not receive it
treasured family heirlooms. Additionally, many as a gift in proportion to those engaged in a hinea
were destroyed in two world wars. For all of trade. So, many rare occupational steins falliith
these reasons they are hard to find. As this category, i.e., Gravedigger, Street Crew, or
occupational steins did appear on the early Servant.Also, some occupations simply had fewer
market, they were picked up by stein collectors members than others, i.e., Street Car Operator and
the world over. Large collections of them are rare. Goldsmith.

WHY COLLECT OCCUPATIONALS? HOW ABOUT THE OPPORTUNITY TODAY
FOR A BEGINNING COLLECTOR?

A fascinating aspect of collecting occupational

steins is the exposure to trades that are no longer Today, as more families release old keepsakes, and
common. Many of the occupations that existed at more and more occupational steins come into the
the time of the manufacture of the stein and are United States, occupational steins do show up
depicted on these occupational steins have died occasionally in antique shops and shows, however,
out or have become modernized to the extent that not in great numbers.A few more appear from time
they no longer use the same method or tools.Some to time in auctions - enough to make it possibte fo
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a determined collector to assemble enough of Mettlach plaques and other German collectibles
examples to give him or her both pride and
enjoyment.

PRICE TREND

Enjoying a most marvelous convention hosted by the
For many years occupational steins seemingly Golden Gate Zechers were Don and Loretta Franz,
were overlooked and there was little change in Jerry Berg and Lin Edmonds, Al Honeycutt, and
prices although prices were increasing gradually. John Kelly.
Over recent years rare occupational steins have .
demanded high sums. Less rare occupational
steins still can be obtained at reasonable prices i
comparison to prices of other desirable types of
steins.

A MYSTERY STEIN?
— by Nick Griffin

If one has read the Sept 2009 issue of Prositether
was an article on a Mystery stein (perhaps
Grimscheid), Pages 3-5. It seemed to have spawned
a debate regarding this mark. On page 5 there is a
Margie Brune opened her lovely mountainside request from Walt V. for photos of steins bearing
home in Hendersonville to our members on this mark. That of a star of david (sometimes
October 24. She showed off the stein collection referred to as a pentagram) with a stein or Jtigein
she and Les assembled during years of collecting, center. In my shopping over the weekend |
attractively arranged on built-in shelves.  Her happened to come across such a stein and went back
home is also attractively decorated with a number today to purchase. It is quite a nice little ()
blue-gray saltglaze stein and | got a very good dea
on it. Now taking into account my experience which
IS in no way near what the Master Steinologists
involved in the debate have acquired, my best guess
is Gertz. What do you think??? The stein and base
are pictured below:
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the factory mostly produces dinnerware sets.|
wonder could this stein have been part of such a

in  with
current
products.
lin any case
here is
S ome
pictures of
my stein
and | hope
to make it
another
niche to fill
in my
collection.
Nick
— by Nick Griffin

An interesting thing has happened lately. At our

last meeting | brought a Villeroy and Boch from ?(?arllgr)l/irﬁ”[?)gser Dg%irgra%re?éS

Septfontaines. In several recent issues of Plusit t Millie Wvse December 29

factory is also mentioned. As we are all aware Lin Edrr)( nds December 31

most of the attention paid to V&B has to do with Bleckie Eutheri dae Jaencear 2

the Mettlach factory and rightly so as they Ken Etherid eg January 3 uary

produced many more pieces than all the other Charles Kilbgurn }]/anuar 24

factories. But it got me interested in knowing Barbara Kilb ] y27

more about the factory. | find however that while arbara Ribourn anuary

there is quite a lot of information available ireth Jody Wys_e , January 31

The Stein Book Cheryl Griffin February 7

and the Mettlach Mike AIIr(_ed February 22

: Frank Briden February 28

book - regarding Christina Thomas March 10

the Mettlach

factory There isn't

much given about

Septfontaines.

You can go online

to V&B and look Jerry Berg & Lin Edmunds Dec. 23

at some of the
current
production. What
| gathered is that \
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Spring

Feb. 13, Myrtle Beach, S.C
Arrangements by John Kelly

More information later in this newsletter

Summer
Date TBD, Columbia, S.C.
Hosts: Jim and Martha Jollie

Fall
SCI Convention,
Myrtle Beach, S.C.

Volunteers are sought to host chapter meetings in
2011. We'd like to have volunteers to host in
North Carolina and/or southern Virginia. To
volunteer, contact Jo Gehres.

#II

If you haven’t paid your dues for 2010, please malil
a check in the amount of $15.00 to Margie Brune,

| have successfully transferred the videos of the
two Convention lectures, "Eagles on Steins", by
Jim Hansen, and "Mihan College Steins" by Andre
Ammelounx. The SCI Library is now offering

them to our members on DVD at the price of $5
each. | am looking for a volunteer who has video
editing experience to enhance the quality of our
DVDs. If you would like to discuss what | need,

please contact me at layers@wa-net.com or on my Panel:

cell at 360 690-1389. - Lyn Ayers
$ %#

To Ken Etheridge and Nick Griffin for their article

submissions to this issue. For Nick it was a first
time, and he will tell you it was not hard to do.
Everyone has an article in them just waiting to
burst out. Set it free!

Fall 2009

%& % ()
Monday, September 6
Optional Dinner & /Show, Alabama Theater

Tuesday, September 7

Tour of Brookgreen Gardens

Golf tournament

Executive Committee Meeting

Optional Dinner/Show, Dixie Stampede

Wednesday, September 8

SCI Board of Trustees Meeting

The Stein Auction Company Auction
Welcoming Reception at the Ripley's Aquarium
Lecture about the Robert Ripley collection

Thursday, September 9

Water Aerobics each morning with Joann Ellis
General Membership Meeting

Lectures

Stein Sales Room

German Night - Carolina Style Pig picking
Entertainment by the "German Connection Band"

Friday, September 10

Lectures

Roundtables

Workshops

High tea

Free Night/Optional Dinner/Show, Good Vibrations,
Carolina Opry

Saturday, September 11

Lecture

"Stump the Steinologists”
Roundtables

Members' Auction

Executive Committee Meeting

Beach Party "Seafood Boil" at the Hilton
Entertainment by the "Out of Towners Band"
Closing Ceremony



