
 
he St. Louis Gateway Steiners have held several meetings since our last SCI updating. 
Hopefully with this “catch-up” update, our activities will be reported in a timelier manner 
in the future. Life sure does get busy, doesn’t it!   

 
Last October a meeting was hosted by our president Ted Ball and his lovely wife Debbie. The 

food, beer and hospitality were great. The evening’s program, “Stein damage and its effect on 
value” was presented by Martin Dietrich. It was well received by the attendees and generated 
some interesting discussion following the presentation.  
Our club’s Annual Beer Stein Show and Sale, our once a year public event, was held November 

9th at the Kirkwood Community Center. Several members set up displays and our usual “free 
appraisals” table was open for business. A Sunday afternoon event, a fair number of people – 
sixty or so – brought in their steins for appraisal and a few were happy to sell their steins to 
members. Member’s sales are few since this is primarily an informational event aimed at 
promoting stein collecting. Finding new members is always a struggle. Most people coming in 
are more interested in acquiring an appraisal of “Grandpa’s” steins.  
Each January the St. Louis Gateway Steiners hold a dinner-meeting to kick-off the upcoming 

year. This year’s meeting was held once again at Pietro’s, a popular local Italian restaurant noted 
for their great food. An open bar made for a lively social hour before the meal! An election of 
officers was held during a brief business meeting. All officers were retained for another two 
years with the exception of position of 1st VP of Programs; Martin Dietrich asked to step down 
after holding this position for many years. Member Dave Ferguson later offered to step in for the 
position. On a sad note, the passing of long-time club member, Bob Keller was recognized.  
 
Below are a few fun photos taken during our January dinner-meeting at Pietro’s restaurant… 
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  Next Gateway Steiner’s meeting is scheduled for the afternoon of May 9th, 2009 and will be 
hosted by Bill and Lillian Mitchell. Any visiting SCI members who might be in St. Louis at that 
time are more than welcome to join us! Out-of-towners area always welcomed guests! Contact 
Secretary Ron Hartmann, swords@usroute66.net, if interested. �  


