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his year, dinners will be selected from Pietro’s full dinner menu.  
However, attendees will be responsible for their own dinner bill and 

tip. As a special ‘perk’ this year, drinks will be compliments of the 
Gateway Steiners and billed separately to the club. Several guests who 
expressed interest in learning more about the St. Louis Gateway Steiners 
have also been invited to attend.    

����
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An accurate headcount is important in order to 
assure seating.  So please…include your R.S.V.P. 
intentions when sending in your 2010 membership 
dues to the Steve Hoosack. (If you have already 
paid your dues, still fill out and return the R.S.V.P. 
form to Steve.)

 
Also in this newsletter, reports on the September club gathering at the Mindaks, our 
November Stein Show and Sale at Crestwood Court and an article regarding a fun 
visit with the Schenks. Remember, articles and news items to be included in this 
newsletter should be directed to Ron Hartmann, Gateway Steiners secretary at 
swords@usroute66.net. 
 

LET’S SEE A GOOD TURNOUT AT PIETRO’S! 
CRESTWOOD COURT SHOW A SUCCESS 
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he fall Stein Show and Sales event held November 8th at our new location in Crestwood 
Court. The convenience of a 1st floor location and close-by parking brought visitors in from 
opening until closing time making it a successful public event for our club. Six visitors 

signed a sheet asking to learn more about the Gateway Steiners. All will be sent this newsletter and 
will be invited to join us for our dinner-meeting in February.  
 
  Eleven members set up displays including John Truetzschler and his wife, Bert, who drove in from 
Carrollton, Illinois for the show. Martin Dietrich was on hand to give out free appraisals, a popular 
drawing for the show. Several visitors were allowed to shop their items with some going to other 
visitors and others being sold to members. A number of interesting steins came in but no great 
treasures surfaced this year. The only disappointment was that more members didn’t show up. We 
were so pleased to see Leonard Schenk and his wife, Ida Katherine, come “wheeling” through the 
door, Leonard in his wheelchair! We should all have Leonard’s dedication and support for the St. 
Louis Gateway Steiners.  
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Our thanks to the staff at Crestwood Court for their cooperation and help in making their location 

so workable for our annual public stein show. The Community Room location was reasonably 
priced and included tables and covers that were set up and awaiting us upon our arrival. Thanks to 
Rich Hoffman for designing the attractive signs that were set up at Court entrances directing people 
to our location. Exhibitors are to be commended for their excellent and exciting selections used to 
represent our varied stein collecting interests. A number of really great steins were displayed! It was 
a wonderful opportunity for everyone to talk with the public and to promote interests in stein 
collecting and hopefully, joining the Gateway Steiners. �  
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SEPTEMBER 26TH MEETING HOSTED BY THE MINDAKS 
 
 To Randy and Chris Mindak, a somewhat belated “Thanks” for opening their lovely home and 

hosting our September 26th club meeting. Great hospitality and great food! Thanks also go to 
Dave Ferguson who gave a very interesting and educational presentation on character steins. 
Randy and Chris live in one of the historic homes in the Webster Groves historic district. They are 
also “collectors” of things. All of this melded together into a very enjoyable and interesting 
Gateway Steiners meeting. A few photos of the meeting for your viewing pleasure �  
 

     
              Randy and Chris 
 

   
            Dave Ferguson during his presentation                                            Good conversation being enjoyed 
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GATEWAY STEINERS – MINUTES – SEPTEMBER 26, 2009 MEETING 
 
Meeting was called to order at 7:15 P.M by President Ted Ball. Hosts Randy and Chris Mindak were 
thanked for hosting the meeting and for welcoming everyone into their lovely 1905 home.  
 
Secretary’s Report – Minutes of 7/25/09 meeting were approved as published.  
Treasurer’s Report – Steve Hoosack reported that the club’s bank account was in good shape. 
Membership Report – Gordon Will had no new members to date. Martin Dietrich had an inquiry 
about the club from O’Fallon and will follow through on it.  
VP Programs – Dave Ferguson had no report. Dave was the evening’s speaker and was to talk on 
Character Steins. 
Telephone Committee – Bill Edwards said he receives a number of thanks for the reminder calls and 
that they do seem to be appreciated.  
Old Business – Ted Ball talked about our new location for the November 8th show and sale to 
Crestwood Court. It is a good location on the ground floor (no steps) that will hopefully bring in lots of 
people with steins. Flyers advertising the show are available to the members for distribution in public 
places prior to the show. All members are encouraged to “spread the word” by distributing these flyers.  
New Business – Ted Ball said we would hold our annual dinner meeting once again at Pietro’s 
restaurant’s Watson road location, exact date to be determined. We would have a private room but it is 
being considered that attendees simply order off the menu as opposed to two selections from the 
banquet menu. Pietro’s has been lenient in enforcing their minimum number of dinners since we 
typically fall short of that number. If more members and guests would attend, this would not be a 
problem. This idea is being looked into by Ted. It was also pointed out that the January dinner meeting 
is a good time to invite guests who might be interested in joining the Gateway Steiners. 
 
Attendees were asked if the club should look into the possibilities of holding another St. Louis mini-
convention. After some positive discussion it was decided that the club should pursue this idea further. 
Once again the Mindaks were thanked for hosting evening and the business meeting was concluded 
around 7:40 P.M.  

 
 
 

 

PROGRAM? 
ARTICLES?  
 

our feedback is important! Looking 
ahead to another year of Gateway 

Steiners meetings, your thoughts and 
suggestions for meeting programs are 
needed. What topics interest you? What 
subject would you like to hear about? Are 
you willing to do a presentation? Can you 
write an article for our newsletter? Contact 
Program VP, Dave Ferguson 
(bluesroadie@msn.com) today! 
 

Y 



 6 

 

 
 



 7 

 

 
 


