
On a hill overlooking the sprawling 

Santa Clara Valley, Gene and Marie 

Carvalhoôs lovely San Jose home will 

be the site of our August 14 Golden 

Gate Zecher meeting.  Long-time 

members Gene and Marieôs home is 

welcoming and filled with a great 

collection of steins and related treas-

ures.  Their collections include beau-

tiful antique furniture, regimentals, 

Mettlachs, and character steins, all 

tastefully integrated into a comfort-

able home setting.  Youôll enjoy hav-

ing a beer sitting at Geneôs wood-

paneled bar, surrounded by those ob-

jects of our affection ï steins, 

plaques, clocks, and more! 

Our featured speaker at the August 

General Meeting will be our own 

Steve Morris 

who will be 

presenting us 

with a Power 

Point presenta-

tion on ñThe 

C h a r a c t e r 

Steins of Ernst 

Bohneò.  The 

program will 

closely follow his recent book on the 

same subject.  Steve has just returned 

from Seattle where he gave the same 

lecture and will be going to the Twin 

Cities in Minnosota for their October 

meeting to do the same.  His lecture 

will cover the history of the company 

and each of the character steins made 

by Bohne.  He will also explain the  
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major characteristics and philoso-

phies between the Schierholz and 

Bohne, the major competitors produc-

ing porcelain character steins. 

We hope to see you at the August 

14th Zecher meeting in San Jose, CA.   

Come and enjoy the day with your 

Zecher friends and hear Steveôs pres-

entationðit should be a winner! 

Two examples 

from Ernst Bohne  



A Message from the President  

Ihope this message and newsletter finds 

everyone doing well and adding to the 

stein collections out there!  As usual, we 

have a great Zecher meeting planned at 

the Carvalho's in San Jose on August 

14th. This has always been a nice place to 

have our meetings because of the hospi-

tality shown by Gene & Marie, the views 

from their home, and of course their 

amazing stein collection!  Our speaker 

will be our own Vice-President Steve 

Morris.  I look forward to seeing every-

one there. 

 

I hope as many of the Zechers as possible 

are able to attend the SCI convention in 

Myrtle Beach, South Carolina!  It looks 

like it will be a good one. 

 

Starting with the first meeting in 2011 we 

will try a new procedure when registering 

your reservation for our meetings.  Be-

ginning in January we will send our reg-

istration slips and payments directly to 

the hosts so that they have a more timely 

idea of the total number of attendees and 

the full amount of money is directly 

available for purchase of food, beer, etc.  

But our Treasurer Dick Hughes will still 

be involved to assist the hosts in this re-

gard as needed. 

 

It was decided at our previous meeting in 

April that we will not have a regularly 

scheduled meeting in November.  In-

stead, we hope to attend and support the 

special stein weekend that is planned for 

November 19-21 in the Los Angeles area 

by Ron Fox and Les Paul. 

 

A few details are that 11/19 would be a 

viewing date for auction items and set up 

of a stein sales room for sellers/buyers. 

Within the first two days guest speakers 

would give forth on some interesting sub-

jects. The auction would be on 11/20. 

Contact Ron if you would like to con-

sign steins or related objects for this 

auction. Also, bring steins you wish to 

sell in the stein sales room. We know 

that Les will have MANY steins for 

sale there, but let's all get involved. 

 

We will also try to coordinate a joint 

chapter event or dinner between the 

Zechers, Erste Gruppe, and Pacific 

Stein Sammler that does not interfere 

with any of the special events. Specif-

ics may change of course, but the fun 

and steins are guaranteed! Let's make 

it a true West Coast Stein Event! If we 

are successful in this regard we could 

make it a regular occurrence. 

 

We will also have a table(s) for SCI 

chapter membership generation. I en-

courage you to support this event to 

help make it a success and grow our 

club. 

 

Speaking of membership generation, 

our newsletter editor Chuck Schoppe 

has designed and had printed some 

great business cards and full page ad-

vertisements with Zecher information 

that we all can use to pass out to inter-

ested persons and put in our steins for 

sale.  In addition, we are looking into 

a nice big stein display and informa-

tional area at the SFO airport and 

many of our members are looking into 

displays at their local libraries and 

agencies to get the news out there that 

stein collecting and making stein 

friends is great and fun!  More details 

on all of this will also be forthcoming. 

 

Take care and hope to see everyone 

soon. Prosit! 

  Dave 
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òwe hope to 

attend and 

support the 

special stein 

weekend that is 

planned for 

November 19-21 
in the Los Angeles 

area by Ron Fox 

and Les Pauló 

Dave Lowry 



Defregger or Not?  By Larry Johansen  

Well of course, you say, this must 

be a popular Franz von Defregger 

scene.  But is it really a Defregger?  

The German artist Defregger was 

born in the Tyrol in 1835, attended 

several prestigious art schools, and 

was famous for his scenes of every-

day Tyrolean farm life.  He died in 

1921. 

 

This painting was actually painted by 

American artist Herman Richard 

Kissner Dietz.  Dietz was born in 

Russia, June 24, 1860, and received 

his first art lessons from his uncle.  

He left Russia in 1876 during a pe-

riod of political unrest, immigrated to 

England, where he continued his art 

studies for several years.  He then left 

for Australia where he became the 

official artist for a government-

sponsored expedition to New Guinea.  

In 1889 he moved to San Francisco, 

opened a studio and was actively 

painting until the 1906 earthquake.  

Unfortunately, many of his works 

were destroyed.  He died in Healds-

burg, California on Nov. 10. 1923. 

This picture, along with five others, 

was purchased by my great-

grandparents in celebration of their 

1896 wedding.  My great-grandpa, 

Peter Paul Knapik was a well-known 

and talented picture frame maker in 

San Francisco.  He was commis-

sioned by museums, churches, and 

the San Francisco wealthy, among 

others.  He must have had his studio 

near Herman Dietzô studio, but I am 

just guessing as I do not have records 

of this.  Peter Paul did all the frames 

of our six pictures still in our family 

collection.  Unfortunately, like the 

artist Dietz, the 1906 earthquake and 

fire put him out of business. 

 

If you have any information on the 

artist Dietz, I would appreciate hear-

ing from you. 

Painted in the style of the German 
artist Franz von Defregger, this 

Tyrolean farm scene by American 
artist Herman Richard Kissner 
Dietz has been in the Johansen 

family for three generations  
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Two Herman Richard Kissner 
Dietz paintings in the Johansen 

family collection.  The lower 
painting is of several family 
members as children.  


