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A message from the President of the Pittsburgh Stein Society:�
��
To all of my fellow collectors and members of the Pittsburgh Stein Society: I say "thank you" for 
your support and continuing interest in what we have started with our "club"!�I could easily sit 
here and type several paragraphs on so many people from our club that help out that it would 
take up all the space that Jeff Arduini has allowed me to take in this newsletter!  So I won't waste 
any more ink! �
It has been a great pleasure gaining new friends with common interests in 2008 and I look 
forward to next year’s meetings with everyone. �
We have "mapped" out our dates and the venues are also there. �
We have invitations out to speakers that will take all of our learning and understanding of our 
collecting to a new level! �
But most of all at the "holiday time" I would like to wish everyone and their families a very Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year! –Rich Hahn 
 
 
 

 

Rich Hahn and Family- Christmas 2008 



2009 Pittsburgh Stein Society future meeting dates-mark your calendars!  I 
also encourage you to bring new friends and family members. 

Saturday March 28th -noon-Teutonia Maennerchor Club-imported German cold cut 
sandwiches and beer available on the premises.   
Teutonia Mapquest/Teutonia Mannerchor 
857 Phineas St 
Pittsburgh, PA 15212 Phone # 412-231-9141 
Saturday July 18th- noon- Hofbrauhaus in south side works (Pittsburgh) 
Saturday October 24th -noon-Teutonia Maennerchor Club 
 
 

Pictures from the October meeting at the Teutonia Maennerchor Club: 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                              
       Two Pittsburgh Steelers fans.                                       Some rare Mettlach and other 
                                                     antique steins for sale                                         
                                                  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                     
               Oktoberfest!                                         Rich gives his speech on the 1936 Berlin Olympic 
                                                                                                         Games Späten Brau bier stein                      



                                                                                
 
 
 
    Ockoberfest!                                                  
                                                                                                   
 
 
 
 
                                                                       
 
 
John Hataloski tells it like it is!  Ask him                               Carolyn & Rich display our  
about his new Diesinger stein catalog                                 Official National Charter from 
compilation.  It is really worth checking                                                  SCI. 
out, it is very comprehensive and informative                      
. 
 
 
Editor’s Note: I recently had my first experience with SCI member Ron Fox’s (former 
editor of SCI’s Prosit quarterly magazine) beer stein auction service called: what else? 
Ron Fox Auctions.  I am writing this, because I was overwhelmingly satisfied with  
the level of service, quality and professionalism that I received from Ron.  He answered 
all of my questions and spoke with me on the phone and by email numerous times.  The 
quality and selection of the steins that he offers is amazing and, in my opinion, it rivals, 
in quality, the offerings of The Stein Auction Company.  Ron is one of the most genuine 
and honest guys that you’ll ever meet and is very helpful and accommodating.  He also 
guarantees his steins 100% unconditionally.  He is a Master Steinologist, as well, so he is 
obviously very knowledgeable and can address your concerns.  When he found out that I 
was an SCI member my stein was shipped immediately.  Membership does have its 
privileges!  I rarely give personal public endorsements, but in this case; I felt compelled, 
because of the level of my satisfaction.  This is an independent, unsolicited endorsement 
and I encourage any and all of you who are considering purchasing a stein via auction 
company to consider Ron.  I can assure that you will not be disappointed.  –J.A.              
  

DUES 
If you have not paid your 2009 dues yet, please send them in today. 

Membership dues are $10.00 per year.  Dues cover member and household family.  
Membership runs on an annual basis (January through December). 

 
Please make check payable to Pittsburgh Stein Society and mail to: 

 
���������  

� 



Dogenes: a popular topic of Mettlach steins 

By Jeff Arduini 

This article takes a historic look at Diogenes and his life as well as his illustration 
and depictions on Mettlach steins. 

Diogenes "the Cynic", Greek philosopher, was born in Sinope (modern day Sinop, 
Turkey) about 412 BC -323 BC at Corinth. Details of his life come in the form of his 
book -Lives and Opinions of Eminent Philosophers.  Diogenes of Sinope was exiled from 
his native city and moved to Athens, where he is said to have become a disciple of 
Antisthenes, the former pupil of Socrates. Diogenes, a beggar who made his home in the 
streets of Athens, made a virtue of extreme poverty. He is said to have lived in a large tub 
or cask, rather than a house, and to have walked through the streets carrying a lamp in the 
daytime, claiming to be looking for an honest man. He eventually settled in Corinth 
where he continued to pursue the Cynic ideal of self-sufficiency: a life which was natural 
and not dependent upon the luxuries of civilization. Believing that virtue was better 
revealed in action and not theory, his life was a relentless quest to discredit the social 
values and institutions of what he saw as a corrupt society. 

The Dog Theme 

Many anecdotes of Diogenes refer to his dog-like behavior, and his praise of a dog's 
virtues. It is not known whether Diogenes was insulted with the epithet "doggish" and 
made a virtue of it, or whether he first took up the dog theme himself. The modern terms 
cynic and cynical derive from the Greek word kynikos, the adjective form of kyon, 
meaning dog. Diogenes believed human beings live artificially and hypocritically and 
would do well to study the dog. Dogs live in the present without anxiety, and have no use 
for the pretensions of abstract philosophy. In addition to these virtues, dogs are thought to 
know instinctively who is friend and who is foe. Unlike human beings who either cross 
others or are crossed themselves, dogs will give an honest bark at the truth.  He taught by 
living example that wisdom and happiness belong to the man who is independent of 
society. Diogenes scorned not only family and political social organization, but property 
rights and reputation. Proponents considered him a devotee of reason and an exemplar of 
honesty. Detractors have said he was an obnoxious beggar and an offensive grouch. 
Despite having apparently nothing but disdain for Plato and his abstract philosophy, 
Diogenes bears striking resemblance to the character of Socrates. He shared Socrates' 
belief that he could function as doctor to men's souls and improve them morally, while at 
the same time holding contempt for their obtuseness. Plato once described Diogenes as "a 
Socrates gone mad.  Diogenes was also involved in the banking business helping his 
father (Hicesias). At some point (and the details are confused) Hicesias and Diogenes 
became embroiled in a scandal involving the defacement of currency, and Diogenes was 
exiled from the city. This aspect of the story seems to be corroborated by archaeology: 
large numbers of defaced coins (smashed with a large chisel stamp) have been discovered 
at Sinope dating from the middle of the 4th century BC, and other coins of the time bear 
the name of Hicesias as the official who minted them.  According to one story, Diogenes 



went to the Oracle at Delphi to ask for its advice, and was told that he should "deface the 
currency," and Diogenes, realizing that the oracle meant that he should deface the 
political currency rather than actual coins, travelled to Athens and made it his life's goal 
to deface established customs and values. 

 
Diogenes sitting in his tub. Painting by Jean-Léon 
Gérôme c. 1860 (Left) 

Diogenes is alleged to have gone to Athens with a 
slave named Manes who abandoned him shortly 
thereafter. With characteristic humour, Diogenes 
dismissed his ill fortune by saying, "If Manes can live 
without Diogenes, why not Diogenes without 
Manes?" Diogenes would be consistent in making fun 

of such a relation of extreme dependency. He would particularly find the master, who 
could do nothing for himself, contemptibly helpless. We are told he was attracted by the 
ascetic teaching of Antisthenes, a student of Socrates, who had been present at his death. 
Diogenes became Antisthenes' pupil, despite the brutality with which he was initially 
received, and rapidly surpassed his master both in reputation and in the austerity of his 
life. Unlike the other citizens of Athens, he avoided earthly pleasures. This attitude was 
grounded in a great disdain for what he perceived as the folly, pretense, vanity, social 
climbing, self-deception, and artificiality of much human conduct. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Diogenes searches for a human being. Painting by J. H. W. Tischbein c. 1780 (Above) 

The stories told of Diogenes illustrate the logical consistency of his character. He inured 
himself to the harsh variability of weather by living in a tub belonging to the temple of 
Cybele. He destroyed the single wooden bowl he possessed on seeing a peasant boy drink 
from the hollow of his hands. Diogenes looked for a human being but reputedly found 
nothing but rascals and scoundrels.  



Life in Corinth 

 
Alexander the Great visits Diogenes at Corinth by W. 
Matthews ca.1914 (Right) 

At the Isthmian Games, he lectured to large audiences. It 
may have been at one of these festivals that he met 
Alexander the Great. The story goes that while Diogenes 
was relaxing in the sunlight one morning, Alexander, 
thrilled to meet the famous philosopher, asked if there was 
any favour he might do for him. Diogenes replied 
wittingly, "Yes: Stand out of my sunlight." Alexander still 
declared, "If I were not Alexander, then I should wish to be 
Diogenes." In another account, Alexander found the 
philosopher looking attentively at a pile of human bones. 
Diogenes explained, "I am searching for the bones of your 
father but cannot distinguish them from those of a slave."  

His Death 

There are numerous accounts of Diogenes' death. He is alleged variously to have held his 
breath; to have become ill from eating raw octopus; or to have suffered an infected dog 
bite. When asked how he wished to be buried, he left instructions to be thrown outside 
the city wall so wild animals could feast on his body. When asked if he minded this, he 
said, "Not at all, as long as you provide me with a stick to chase the creatures away!" 
When asked how he could use the stick since he would lack awareness, he replied "If I 
lack awareness, then why should I care what happens to me when I am dead?" At the end, 
Diogenes made fun of people's excessive concern with the "proper" treatment of the dead. 
The Corinthians erected to his memory a pillar on which rested a dog of Parian marble.  

Diogenes cultural contributions  

The ideas of Diogenes, like those of most other Cynics, must be arrived at indirectly. No 
writings of Diogenes survived even though he is reported to have authored a number of 
books. Cynic ideas are inseparable from Cynic practice; therefore what we know about 
Diogenes is contained in anecdotes concerning his life and sayings attributed to him in a 
number of scattered classical sources. None of these sources is definitive and all 
contribute to a "tradition" that should not be confused with factual biography. 

It is not known, for example, whether Diogenes made a virtue of naked survival out of 
necessity or whether he really preferred poverty and homelessness. In any case, Diogenes 
did "make a case" for benefits of a reduced lifestyle. He apparently proved to the 
satisfaction of the Stoics who came after him that happiness has nothing whatsoever to do 
with a person's material circumstances. The Stoics developed this theme, but made it 



benign. Epictetus, for example, preached the virtue of modesty and inoffensiveness, but 
maintained that misfortune is good for the development of strong character. 

Diogenes is credited with the first known use of the word "cosmopolitan". When he was 
asked where he came from, he replied, "I am a citizen of the world! (cosmopolites)". 

Series of 5 Mettlach Steins 

 

Form # 3099: Diogenes 3 Liter Master-the only one of the five in the series to have a 
master stein version, which appears to be the centerpiece of the series collection, and 
3091 Knight Drinking in 1 Liter (Shown Above)                                                                

The verse on the Diogenes steins (Form # 3089 &3099) is written in German  “Diogenes, 
der alte Narr, verdrossen hockt er da und starr, wo selbst der alten Götter ew’ge 
Jugendkraft verschmäht die Liebe nicht, noch weniger den Rebensaft.” It translates to 
(Diogenes, the old fool, sits there weary and motionless, where even the old gods’ eternal 
power of youth does not spurn love, nor even less the juice of the grape.)  This stein, it is 
noticed by an astute few, although very aesthetically pleasing to the eye, is actually 
historically inaccurate.  The barrel that Diogenes is depicted in on the stein has iron 
collars or hoops that hold the wooden staves of the barrel together and these were 
actually not even available in the times of Diogenes (around 350 B.C.)  These were not in 
use until around the 10th or 11th century A.D.  Also, the lantern that Diogenes is depicted 
with is more likely to be typical of the 18th or nineteenth century A.D.  



Form # 3089-Comes in ½ and 1 Liter.  Depicts the story of Diogenes, and on the lid: 
Socrates. Marked Vinumamado. (3L master is Form # 3099).                                                                                                                   

Form # 3090- “Let me buy you a pint, Herr Krumplitz," Three merry figures: Two girls, 
one with a wicker basket, and a young man with a guitar. To their right is a signpost with 
a brewer’s six-sided star hanging from it and beneath this is a four verse German rhyme. 
The stein also features two potted flowering plants and two birds. The lid is especially 
whimsical with a fabulous Man in the Moon and three dancing stars--one of which only 
saw fit only to reveal his hindquarters. Ca 1897. The stein measures 6 1/2 inches tall by 3 
1/2 inches wide and the width at the handle is 5 inches.  Comes in ½ and 1 Liter.                     

Form # 3091-Drinking Knight Stein. There is a large inscription in German to the left of 
the knight. On the lid there is a knight bringing a lady a frothing beverage.  Comes in ½ 
and 1 Liter.                                                                                                

Form # 3092- The Whiskey 
Man who is wearing a vest 
that looks like a barrel and 
holding a stein. Ca 1907. It 
has an inlaid lid. Comes in 
½ and 1 Liter.                                                                                                                              

3093- Troll Stein. Ca 1906. 
7" tall to the top of the 
thumb lift. It is 6 3/8" 
inches to the top of the lid. 
The Troll is clutching a 
bottle marked "Pomril". The verse reads, "Apfelwein und pomril sauf berteufel soviel er 
will."  Apple wine and pomril he will devilishly drink as much as possible. Comes in ½ 
only.  (Shown Above)      

All 5 of these Mettlach steins are designed by artist Heinrich Schlitt  (1849-1923)                         

Other Diogenes Mettlach steins 

Mettlach 2383 features Alexander and Diogenes in Etruscan style (pre-Roman).  Mettlach 
2201 features Xantippe & Socrates in Etruscan style. Both are in 4.15 Liter.  Mettlach 
steins 2383 & 2201 are Mates to one another.   

Sources:  
The Mettlach Book, 4th Edition by Gary Kirsner 2005 
Mettlach Stein Catalog, by R.H. Mohr   
TASCO Catalogs-2002-present   
SCI Stein Talk Archives-2008 
Wikipedia-2009  
Mettlach Steins Website by Bob Van Trease 2001 
Encyclopedia Americana 1991


