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As I begin my third term, years five and six, as the President of Die Studenten Prince Gruppe, I 
want to thank all of you for your continued support.  I especially want to thank the dedicated 
officers who continue to serve so well.  I also want to thank Bill and Mary Sullivan for their hard 
work in publishing The Optimator.  Last, but not least, I want to especially thank my wife, June, 
for all the hard work she puts in for our chapter.  I feel our group is as strong as ever, as our 
membership is now 48 and our meetings are well attended and guest speakers are informative and 
well received.  I am planning another trip for our members during spring of 2010.  If you have any 
ideas, please let me know. 

One of the many reasons for our strength as a chapter is the fact that we meet in each others’ 
homes 4 times a year.  This brings us closer together and makes us more than a stein collecting 
contingent.  The Student Prince Group is really one big family, and I am proud to be a small part. 

Our meetings continued on August 19 when we gathered at the home of Les and Charlotte 
Whitham in Farmington, CT.  Les and Charlotte’s stein collection is one of the finest you will ever 
see, with Les’ character steins and Charlotte’s towers and miniatures displayed throughout their 
home.  Les and Charlotte are the most gracious hosts and a wonderful dinner was served that 
ended with a special wedding cake in honor of Ed Leboy and Carla Rigby’s wedding.  
Congratulations, Mazol Tov, to Ed and Carla.  Stella Pelegano of Pelegano’s Stained Glass and Art 
Gallery was the guest speaker.  Stella gave a talk on her wonderful restoration of the Whitham’s 
stained glass window as well as showing a picture portfolio of other stained glass windows she has 
created.  It was a great meeting and thanks to Les and Charlotte for their hospitality. 

On October 17, we gathered in Thomaston, CT at the home of Ben Bereza and Karen Eichner.  
We marveled at the variety of steins that were displayed throughout the house, floor to floor and 
room to room.  Ben also has a collection of antique cars that were a special treat for all to see.  The 
cars were stored in several garages located around the vast property.  After a delicious meal, 
followed by many desserts, Student Prince member Ray Herbert gave an informative talk on 
trumpeter steins.  Ray has a large collection of these steins and brought many for us to see.  Thanks 
to Ben and Karen for their hospitality in hosting this meeting. 

On November 7, the annual open meeting of the Student Prince chapter took place at the Student 
Prince Restaurant in Springfield, MA.  One never tires of seeing the magnificent stein collection of 
this restaurant where our chapter was formed.  After the many appetizers provided by our group 
and a “Dutch Treat” lunch, Bill Hamer, President of the Upper Steiners of NY State gave an 
excellent talk on Faience Steins.  Bill is a noted expert on  
Faience and always presents a detailed, organized talk with many rare examples from his 
collection.  What a great way to end our stein meeting year. 
 

The schedule for 2010 meetings is as follows: 
   May – Gary Mayer 
   June – Paul and Anita Danis 
   August – June and Rick Grunin 
   September – Joyce and Bill Pasco 
 
I want to wish all of you a healthy and happy holiday season.  May you all find that one stein you 
have always wanted. 
Prosit, 
Rick Grunin 
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As The Optimator enters its fifth year, we look forward to another exciting season of beer stein collecting, research and 
information sharing. Our season Kick-off is at the home of Gary Mayer in Hampden, Mass.  Viewing Gary’s collection has 
always been a treat for me! 
 
Visiting the home of fellow collectors, seeing their collections and trading collecting tales has always been one of the 
hallmarks of Die Studenten Prinz Gruppe This is what makes our chapter unique in character.  These are the ingredients that 
stimulate and motivate our passion for collecting.  Did you ever stop to think how it would be if you didn’t know anyone with 
the same collecting interest as you? 
 
This year once again the SCI convention takes place in the East. This time in Myrtle Beach, South Carolina, popular seaside 
resort easily accessible for most of us here in New England. 
 
With the promise of another great stein collecting season, let’s not forget the importance of writing an article for The 
Optimator about that favorite stein of yours, and don’t forget to take advantage of our free want ad service.  Isn’t there a stein 
you really want for your collection?  Why keep it a secret?  And what about those pieces you’d like to sell? Turn them into 
bucks with an ad in The Optimator. 
 
In closing, I want to thank my wife, Mary, without whose assistance and patience, The Optimator would not exist. 
 
Bill Sullivan 
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The following were elected to two year terms: 

Phil Masenheimer, President* 
Ravi Patel, Chief financial Officer* 
Carolyn Estep, 1st Vice President 
Walt Vogdes, Prosit Editor 
Lynn Ayers, Library/Museum Director         * Two year incumbent officers up for election 

 
Those currently serving whose terms were not due for election this year: 

Dave Bruha, Executive Director 
John Strassberger, Secretary 
Ralph Joyce, 2nd Vice President, Coventions 
John Piet, Internet Director 
Chapter Liason, John Kelly 

 
SCI President Phil Masenheimer was the recipient of the coveted Master Steinologist Award. 
 
Steve Steigerwald received the Jack Heimen Service Award for exceptional service to the SCI. 
 
Ron Fox was awarded the Jack Lowenstein Award for his “Photos from the road” articles which were deemed best articles 
for the preceding year. 
 
The Optimator congratulates these three untiring individuals for their unparalleled contributions to the SCI in particular and 
to stein collecting in general. 
 
A total of 191 SCI members attended the 2009 convention in Las Vegas.  The six members registered from the Student 
Prince Group were: 

Judy Kolbert   J. Marie Stevenson 
Arthur Slicer   Mary Sullivan 
Madeline Slicer   William Sullivan 
 

Web Sites of Interest: 
 
SCI    http://steincollectors.org/ 



 

 

 
Stein College   http://www.steincollege.com/ 
 
The Beer Stein Library    http://www.beerstein.net/ 
 
Stein Marks   http://www.steinmarks.co.uk/ 
 
Booksellers (especially European)   www.keramikbuch.com  ( In Hoehr-Grenzhausen) 
 
. 
Scenes from the convention: 
 

   
   Jack Heiman Service Award 
 
 

   
        Master Steinologist 
 



 

 

     
             Members Salesroom                Dressed to the “Tea” 
   

    
           Hofbrauhaus, Las Vegas           German Night 
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Student Prince member Max Scheller is recovering from surgery and is resting comfortably at home.  We wish you a 

 speedy “back to health”!! 
 
Obituary:  The Student Prince Group mourns the loss of Pat Eklund, wife of Doug Eklund, who died December 26,  
2009 in Griffin Hospital, Derby, CT.  The Eklunds joined the Student Prince Group on Nov. 1, 2008 at the Annual 
Meeting at the Student Prince Restaurant in Springfield, MA (see The Optimator December 2008).  Pat and Doug 
were ardent stein collectors, and shared an insatiable thirst for beer stein knowledge. 
 
Photos of the Annual Meeting, November 2009 

    
Bill Hamer, Speaker     Bill’s Faience Steins 

     

          
    Wedding cake for Ed & Carla Leboy at the Whithams  



 

 

 
 

A FUN WEEKEND AT THE NEWARK SHERATON 
  By Charlotte Whitham 
 

When Les and I heard Ron Fox was having his auction in the East we were delighted.  Our 
doctor had suggested we stay off of planes until our immune systems got stronger.  We were probably 
the first people to send in our reservations to Ron and are happy we did.  What a fun time!  We called 
Art and Maddy, and Art offered to drive.  We were set to go. 

We arrived at the Sheraton and were impressed with the beautiful glass building.  Registration 
was easy and we were off to check the rooms out.  As we walked by the gift shop I noticed a great pin.  
It would be wonderful for my Red Hat meetings.  As Les was talking to a friend, I slipped into the store 
and snapped up the pin.  It was perfect and the price was right.  We went to the second floor and found a 
very comfortable room with a nice balcony overlooking the interior pool.  What a view!  Later we went 
down to the hospitality room and renewed friendships.  It seemed like years since we had seen everyone.  
There were about a dozen people setting up sales tables and we joined them.  Lots of good things and I 
was happy to get a miniature Nuremberg stein from Jim.  I then registered with Sue Fox and I learned 
each of us would get a dinner and two breakfasts plus the hospitality room use for under a hundred 
dollars.  No inflation here! 

At seven we had appetizers:  cheese and crackers, fresh vegetables, and the best fresh fruit I have 
eaten in years.  I do not know when I have eaten such sweet oranges and melons.  By the time the pizzas 
arrived I was full but I managed to eat two pieces.  The pizza was “oh so good”!  Dinner was followed 
by a Dave Harr talk on stein repairs.  Dave showed us how to make some repairs and he showed us how 
to recognize these repairs.  He also emphasized that is you are considering buying a stein with a repair, 
ask the owner for details.  It is often difficult to know what the repair is from the description.  After a 
short break, we were treated to a talk by John Harrell on Regimental steins.  He talked about the German 
army and how some families lost many sons.  When the army was looking for men with all types of 
occupations, one of the occupations that surprised me were paperhangers.  I knew they would want boot 
makers, tailors, blacksmiths, bakers, engineers, etc. but paperhangers?  After such a wonderful day most 
of us chose to retire, after all, tomorrow’s activities would start early. 

Saturday was the big auction day.  We haven’t seen character steins of this quantity and rarity 
since the Swartz auctions.  What do we want most and how much are we willing to pay for the steins?  
We rushed through breakfast and went upstairs.  Not only was the room full of steins, it was full of old 
friends.  First we got lots of hugs and caught up with all the news.  Everyone looked great.  Then we got 
down to business.  Which steins do we look at first?  There were great steins everywhere.  First we 
looked at the ivory steins.  One was monumental with all kinds of carving.  The other was a Turkish war 
scene.  Nearby was a fantastic hand-painted KPM porcelain and a hand-carved coconut pokal.  There 
were twenty-five miniature steins and a character collection to die for.  There were several large size 
character steins like Diesinger JESTERS steins, and a large Student Fox stein plus a big blue radish 
stein.  There was a never seen before Ear of Corn made by Bohne stein, blue colored rare Schierholz cat 
and ram steins and a Dachshund stein Les wanted for his collection.  I could go on all day but you get 
the idea.  Some of the steins looked fantastic and we had to add them to our list, while others had to be 
removed from the list because we only have so much money.  The nicest thing about this auction was 
most of the buyers weren’t trying to play games.  Everyone bid as much as they wanted on what they 
wanted.  The auction just flew by and we ended up with four pieces.  We paid a lot for two of these 
steins and we got two steins reasonably, but we were very happy with our purchases.  The audience was 
very enthusiastic and just about everyone went home with big smiles and several pieces. After the 
auction we all agreed to meet for dinner.  It had been a long time since breakfast.  Maddy and I were 
thrilled to see Lump crab on the menu.  Rick Grunin joined us in our selection and there were three 



 

 

happy people when the food arrived. 
After dinner it was time to listen to our third speaker.  We were privileged to hear Steve 

Steigerwald speak on the various types of steins Mettlach made.  He explained how each group was 
made and showed us examples.  This talk was especially informative to those of us that do not specialize 
in Mettlach steins.  Thanks for an interesting talk, Steve.  After the talk some of the young crowd went 
to the bar.  We were so tired we hardly made it back to our room.  What a great day! 

Sunday morning was tough.  Les kept telling me to get up.  The mind was willing but the body 
was not.  I finally got up, took a shower, dressed and we went up for breakfast.  Almost everyone was 
there talking about the auction.  We got cups of coffee and ate a delicious full breakfast.  I especially 
enjoyed the fresh fruit.  We don’t get fruit like that in Connecticut.  After that we were treated to a great 
talk on steins made of different materials by Judy Stewart and Steve Smith.  First Steve talked about 
copper steins and passed examples around.  Everyone asked questions and added information.  The talk 
was in the Stein College manner and we all enjoyed seeing the steins up close and holding the steins.  
There were over thirty examples shared that day.  My favorite stein was one that was woven like a 
basket.  The weaving of the stein was so good that the stein holds liquids.  It is hard to believe anyone 
can weave that way.  There were steins made of everything from eggs to cork and a lot more.  Great job 
Judy and Steve. 

After the talk we said “Prosit” to everyone and got ready to go home.  It was hard leaving.  Since 
the sixties, we have missed only one or two SCI Conventions.  Now we are missing three in a row.  The 
national convention has been our vacations for years.  We loved seeing people from all over the country 
and those from other countries, too.  There is no substitute for a live auction.  We miss seeing new 
places and making new friends.  Hopefully, we will be able to attend next year’s Convention.  Until then 
we want to thank Sue and Ron Fox for having their weekend somewhere we could drive, and wish all 
you SCIers a great Convention Las Vegas. 

      
         Art & Maddy Slicer       Steve Smith   

           
             Judy Stuart 
 
 
 


