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Meeting Minutes

Uppersteiners of New York Stateg October 4 , 2009 Orchard Vali Golf & Country Club

President Bill Hamer called the meeting to order at 12:45 pm. Nine members were in
attendance.

Treasurer Ginger Hoeppner reported a current balance of $ 1385.00 before payment for

the October Luncheon

OLD Business President Hamer reported membership as status quo, also acknowledged the
passing of Peter Payntar.

NEW Business: SCI potential member list ( 23 leads ) sent to president Hamer, he will contact
all to join us at the next meeting.

Joe Georgianna suggested flyers to distribute to attract new membesas noted
that a flyer included in the previous AStein (
tact Bob Lindstrom for additional copies.

Ginger Hoeppner added distributing flyers to doctor offices, banks and antique shows;
taking into consideration not all potential members collect ONLY beer steins.

Members discussed holding meetings three times yearly. Dave Roberts made a motion
to consider § Sunday in April, 8 Sunday in July and keeping th& Sunday in October. Will
vote on the above at the April meeting.

Doug Lane questioned whether we had a quorum to vote. Change may be required in by
-laws to reflect the revision of meetings.

President Bill Hamer discussed holding the

Nominating committee will be contacting members interested in holding office in the
upcoming new administration. Expect a call from volunteer Barbara Zabinski.

Meeting adjourned at 1:50 pm.

Respectfully submitted:

Barbara Zabinski for
Robert E. Lindstrom, Secretary
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PRESIDENTS
PONDERINGS

PRESIDENTS PONDERINGS:

Dear fellow Uppersteiners,

First let me welcome Gardner Roenke as the newest member to our group recruited by Dick Milewski.
Also, this Crier will include distribution to SCI members in our area in hope of recruiting new members to
our chapter. So if anyone on distribution needs more information let me know.

In our October meeting we adoptetheee (3) meeting schedule for next year. A spring meeting in
Gloversville, a summer meeting in LaFayette (this central location will be our annual meeting with officer
elections to be held), and a fall meeting in the Roch&siéfalo area (no meeting place yet determined).
The meeting dates will be th& Sunday in April & July and the*1Sunday in October. The meeting dates
for next year will be:

APRIL 18
JULY 18
OCTOBER 3

Ron Fox is having an East Coast Stein Auction Weekend Ap@B28 Newark, NJ. It is the weekend after

our April meeting and maybe we can get a group of Uppersteiners to go to the weekend. | know | will be
going as Ron will have a faience stein in the auc
together let me know as | will be going solo to the weekend.

I have continued sending out (thru email) copies of the SCI Chapter & Verse, which John Kelly puts out and
gives local chapters what is happening at SCI. Hopefully everyone enjoys them and if you are not receiving
them please send me your email and | will forward it to you.

Once again it is time to renew your membership in Uppersteiners. Included in the Crier is a Membership
Application/Renewal form to send in with your paymeRemember when sending in your payment
please make to check out to Virginia Hoeppner.

Next year looks to be an interesting one with our new meeting schedule and hopefully adding new members
to our chapter. |l &dm | ooking forward to a good ye

President,
Bill Hamer
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The Pabst Brewing Company Beer Stein Collection

by Ken Kulbe

Beer and beer steins are synonymous with
Germany, as is the art of brewing. Most
American breweries and their many brew-
ing processes can be traced back to Ger-
many. With this heritage, it should come
as no surprise that these breweries would
have stein collections.

This heritage is strongly evident at the
Pabst Brewing Company of Milwaukee.
The history of Pabst began with Jacob
Best, Sr., and his four sons in the town of
Mettenheim, Rhinehessen, where they
owned a small brewhouse in the early 19th
century. In 1844 the family from the Rhine-
land moved to the land of promise, Amer-
ica, and established their business in the
small town of Milwaukee, Wisconsin. By
the early 1880’s the brewery was the larg-
est in the United States. Captain Fred
Pabst, son-in-law of Phillip Best, is cred-
ited with acquiring part of the stein collec-
tion, and part came from visitors to the
brewery. Back then it was customary to
bring a beer stein as a gift when visiting
from the “old country.”

Valentine Blatz was born in Mittenberg-
on-the-Main, Bavaria, where his father
owned a brewery. Val worked at his fa-
ther's brewery for eight years before he
moved to America and there worked at the
John Braun Brewery in Milwaukee. Val
Blatz saved his money and in 1851 started
his own brewery for $500. It was shortly
thereafter that he married the widow of John
Braun, and combined and took control of
the two breweries.

In 1954 the Blatz Brewing Company pur-
chased from the estate of the late "Believe
it or Not" Robert L. Ripley, a collection of
steins, urns and curios that numbered 99
pieces. The collection, which was insured
at the time for $100,000, was put on dis-
play at the Blatz auditorium, along with their
own small collection.

In 1958, the Pabst Brewing Company pur-
chased the Valentine Blatz Brewery of Mil-
waukee. The Pabst and Blatz/Ripley col-
lection joined together to form a wonderful

The Pabst mark of quality

group of approximately 500 of the world's
most fabulous drinking vessels.

The highlights of the collection are too nu-
merous to describe them all, but | must
point out a few of them.

First, | would like to mention the ivory and
silver elephant tusk stein that stands about
two feet high. There are jungle scenes
carved on the tusk and two silver snakes
intertwine to form the handle that spans
the length of the stein. A charging bull el-
ephant made of silver tops the silver lid for
a finial. This is one of three ivory and silver
steins that travel around the country as a
Pabst promotion and show.

Next there is a Bavarian stein dated 1885
that was said to have been the world’s
largest stein in 1954. The stein holds eight
gallons of liquid and stands 50 inches tall.
It is decorated with Bavarian street scenes
and the lid is a figure playing a large harp.
The stein was too heavy to lift out of its
container to get a picture!

One of the most beautiful pieces is a hand-
painted Italian drinking urn that dates back
to 1650 and stands 22 inches high. Add a
Royal Doulton stein with a floral pattern
and figural finial and a pair of Capo-di-Monte
porcelain tankards and you have the start
of a great collection.

The rest of the collection includes many
fine Mettlachs, English silver tankards,
majolica and rare Bayreuth faience steins.
Also Raeren stoneware, a Chinese K'ang
Hsi porcelain wine pot, hand-carved Nor-
wegian wood and Aschau German glass-
ware. There are numerous Westerwald
steins and beer jugs—some dated 1750 to
1788. Precious metal steins, urns and large
cups or trophies mixed with hand-carved
wine flasks, bejeweled figurines, leather and
leather-hide flasks round out the collec-
tion.

Villeroy & Boch, Simon Peter Gerz, Capo-
di-Monte, DRGM, Merkelbach & Wick,
Marzi & Remy, HR, and Reinhold Merkel-
bach are all represented in the collection.

The collection cannot be seen by the pub-
lic at this time, but | hope it will be in the
future. | wish to thank my employers at
Pabst Brewing Company for allowing me
the privilege of photographing these treas-
ures and writing this article about their fab-
ulous collection.

[Editor's note: We also thank Ken Kulbe and the Pabst
Brewing Company for letting us show our readers just
a tiny part of the collection in the accompanying pho-
tographs. We have not captioned the photographs as
our readers can surely identify the steins and other art
objects shown.] D
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June 1984

King Gambrinus standing proudly outside the
offices of the Pabst Brewing Company in
Milwaukee
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